Stereoselective synthesis and antimalarial activity of alpha-artelinic acid from artemisinin.
alpha-Artelinic acid [8], a potent, stable, and water-soluble antimalarial agent, has been synthesized from artemisinin [1], the sesquiterpene lactone endoperoxide isolated from Artemisia annua. The blood schizontocidal antimalarial activity of alpha-artelinic acid evaluated against Plasmodium knowlesi is also reported.